
Introduction
The Gospel of Matthew presents Jesus as Israel’s Messiah. The account alternates between Jesus’activities of healing and cast-

ing out demons, and major blocks of his teaching, including the Sermon on the Mount (chs. 5–7), the Parables of the

Kingdom (ch. 13), and the Olivet Discourse (chs. 24–25). The Sermon on the Mount includes the Beatitudes (5:3-12) and the

Lord’s Prayer (6:5-15). The book closes with the Great Commission (28:18-20). A recurring theme is the conflict between Jesus

and the religious leaders, culminating in his pronouncement of “seven woes” upon them (ch. 23). As do all four Gospel

accounts, Matthew focuses on Christ’s three-year ministry and his death and resurrection. Matthew probably wrote his Gospel

in the 50s or 60s A.D.

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ,
the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2
fAbraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac

the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers, 3fand Judah the father of Perez
and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram,f

1 4
fand

Ram the father of Amminadab, and Ammin-
adab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the
father of Salmon, 5fand Salmon the father of
Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6fand Jesse the
father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the
wife of Uriah,7fand Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asaph,f

2 8
fand Asaph the

father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the
father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah,
9

fand Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham
the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of
Hezekiah, 10fand Hezekiah the father of Manas-
seh, and Manasseh the father of Amos,f

3 and
Amos the father of Josiah, 11fand Josiah the father
of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the
deportation to Babylon.

12
fAnd after the deportation to Babylon: Jecho-

niah was the father of Shealtiel,f
4 and Shealtiel

the father of Zerubbabel, 13fand Zerubbabel the
father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim,
and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14fand Azor the
father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim,
and Achim the father of Eliud, 15fand Eliud the
father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16fand
Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,
of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

17
fSo all the generations from Abraham to

David were fourteen generations, and from
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen
generations, and from the deportation to Bab-
ylon to the Christ fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus Christ
18

fNow the birth of Jesus Christf
5 took place in

this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothedf

6 to Joseph, before they came together
she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19fAnd her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 20fBut as he considered
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21fShe will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” 22fAll this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:

23 a
f“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear

a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24fWhen Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 25fbut knew
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men

2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,

wise menf
7 from the east came to Jerusalem,

2
fsaying, “Where is he who has been born king of

the Jews? For we saw his star when it rosef
8 and

have come to worship him.” 3fWhen Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jeru-
salem with him; 4fand assembling all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. 5fThey told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written
by the prophet:

6 b
f“f‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers
of Judah;

1 Greek Aram; also verse 4   2 Asaph is probably an alternate spelling for Asa; some manuscripts read Asa; also verse 8   3 Amos is probably an alternate spelling
for Amon; some manuscripts read Amon; twice in this verse   4 Greek Salathiel; twice in this verse   5 Some manuscripts of the Christ 6 That is, legally pledged to
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for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’f”

7
fThen Herod summoned the wise men

secretly and ascertained from them what time
the star had appeared. 8fAnd he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him.”
9

fAfter listening to the king, they went on their
way. And behold, the star that they had seen
when it rose went before them until it came to
rest over the place where the child was. 10fWhen
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy. 11fAnd going into the house they saw
the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frank-
incense and myrrh. 12fAnd being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to
their own country by another way.

The Flight to Egypt
13

fNow when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother,
and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” 14fAnd he rose and took the child
and his mother by night and departed to Egypt
15

fand remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, a

f“Out of Egypt I called my son.”

Herod Kills the Children
16

fThen Herod, when he saw that he had been
tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he
sent and killed all the male children in Bethle-
hem and in all that region who were two years
old or under, according to the time that he had
ascertained from the wise men. 17fThen was ful-
filled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18 b
f“A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they
are no more.”

The Return to Nazareth
19

fBut when Herod died, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,
20

fsaying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and
go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the
child’s life are dead.” 21fAnd he rose and took the
child and his mother and went to the land of
Israel. 22fBut when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a
dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee.
23

fAnd he went and lived in a city called Naza-

reth, that what was spoken by the prophets
might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Naza-
rene.”

John the Baptist Prepares the Way

3 c
fIn those days John the Baptist came preach-

ing in the wilderness of Judea, 2f“Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3fFor this is he
who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when
he said,

d
f“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Preparef

1 the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.’f”

4
fNow John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a

leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. 5fThen Jerusalem and all
Judea and all the region about the Jordan were
going out to him, 6fand they were baptized by him
in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

7
fBut when he saw many of the Pharisees and

Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? 8fBear fruit in keeping
with repentance. 9fAnd do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise
up children for Abraham. 10fEven now the axe is
laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

11
f“I baptize you with water for repentance, but

he who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
12

fHis winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat
into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

The Baptism of Jesus
13

f
e

fThen Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan
to John, to be baptized by him. 14fJohn would have
prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to me?” 15

fBut Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fit-
ting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
consented. 16fAnd when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water, and
behold, the heavens were opened to him,f

2 and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming to rest on him; 17fand behold, a voice
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,f

3 with
whom I am well pleased.”

The Temptation of Jesus

4 f
fThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2fAnd
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was
hungry. 3fAnd the tempter came and said to him,

1 Or crying: Prepare in the wilderness 2 Some manuscripts omit to him 3 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved a Hos. 11:1   b Jer. 31:15   c For 3:1-12 see parallels Mark
1:2-8; Luke 3:1-17   d Isa. 40:3  e For 3:13-17 see parallels Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21, 22   f For 4:1-11 see parallels Mark 1:12, 13; Luke 4:1-13   
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