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GENESIS

Introduction

As its name implies, Genesis is about beginnings. Genesis tells how God created the heavens and
the earth, humanity, and everything that exists. It shows that God is both the Creator and the
Ruler of all creation. But it also tells of humanity’s tragic fall into sin and death, and of God’s
unfolding plan of redemption through his covenant with Abraham and his descendants. Genesis
includes some of the most memorable stories in the Bible, beginning with Adam and Eve (chs.
1-4), continuing through Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and ending with the life of Joseph
(chs. 37-50), who died about 1800 B.c. Most Jews and Christians recognize Moses as the author
of Genesis, which he probably wrote sometime after the Exodus from Egypt (about 1445).

The Beginning of Creation
In the “beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth. 2The earth
was "without form and void, and dark-
ness was over the face of the deep. And
the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters.

The Six Days of Creation

3And God said, ““Let there be light,”
and there was light. *And God saw that
the light was good. And God sepa-
rated the light from the darkness.*God
called the light Day, and the darkness
he called Night. And there was evening
and there was morning, the first day.

SAnd God said, ““Let there be an
expanse’ in the midst of the waters,
and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” ’And God made the expanse
and ‘separated the waters that were
under the expanse from the waters that
were/above the expanse. And it was so.
8And God called the expanse Heaven.”
And there was evening and there was
morning, the second day.

°And God said, ¢“Let the waters
under the heavens be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so."'°God called the
dry land Earth,’ and the waters that
were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good.

"And God said, "“Let the earth
sprout vegetation, plants® yielding
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seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in
which is their seed, each according to
its kind, on the earth.” And it was so.
2The earth brought forth vegetation,
plants yielding seed according to their
own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in
which is their seed, each according to
its kind. And God saw that it was good.
3And there was evening and there was
morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights
in the expanse of the heavens to sepa-
rate the day from the night. And let
them be for ‘signs and for 'seasons,’
and for days and years, *and let them
be lights in the expanse of the heavens
to give light upon the earth.” And it
was s0. °And God "made® the two
great lights—the greater light to rule
the day and the lesser light to rule the
night—and the stars. 7And God set
them in the expanse of the heavens to
give light on the earth, "to 'rule over
the day and over the night, and to sep-
arate the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. '®And there
was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.

2And God said, “Let the waters
swarm with swarms of living creatures,
and let birds’ fly above the earth across
the expanse of the heavens.”?'So "God
created the great sea creatures and
every living creature that moves, with
which the waters swarm, according to
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